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UM FOUNDATION RECEIVES 
$30,000 GRANT FROM NSF
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana Foundation has received a $30,000 grant from the National 
Science Foundation for research under the direction of Dr. Franklin Sogandares, chairman 
of the UM Department of Zoology.
Dr. Sogandares is a former biology professor at Tulane University, New Orleans, La.
The grant, which went into effect July 1 and will continue for about two years, will 
support Dr. Sogandares' research project entitled "Evolutionary Biology of Digenetic 
Trematedes."
Dr. Sogandares said that efforts in research will focus on measuring the ability of 
fish which are hosting parasites to perform work.
A special water-current chamber with associated electronic circuity has been develop­
ed and is used to investigate the exhaustion times of infected fish and uninfected fish by 
forcing them to swim against a current.
"The development of this new system," Dr. Sogandares said, "will afford for the first 
time the ability to measure infected fish host functions under different levels of para­
sitic infection in a controlled environment. Eventually, this would make it possible to 
predict the effects of certain parasitic diseases upon the host populations."
Dr. Sogandares said that some of the infections under study also may affect humans.
A native of the Panama Canal Zone, Dr. Sogandares received his early education there. 
He received his bachelor's degree in zoology at Tulane and was awarded his master's and 
doctoral degrees at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln.
Dr. Sogandares is married to the former Lucy Ann McAlister. They have two sons, ages 
nine and three, and a six-year-old daughter.
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